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Splashy River
Town
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ake a walk dovwn Chattanooga’s Riverfront o meet a
city that dared to dream big. Foaniains meander
sl ||IJi!|!IJL1.:-.. like streams, Ouidoor ari enbivens

every step (rom the agquarium fo the art museum. Families
gather an the banks of the Tennesee River, where live misic
sprills (rorm a foating stage. People are walking, talking. smil-
i Ak sirangers, ..'nn-.:n-p_:hu.' river on a sky blue 1'|.u'-II:nri-.|;¢'-
This & what every city sirives o bse: a safie haven, a vibran
gathering spot, a place where people want to bring their kisls
I.|1||,| |‘|| L 4.|!.-|| ﬁ'il,'r'u‘l\. r |‘||'\ i% the n.l"|.~"|-|IJI1J.rI-||1|.'|f'J

Rebirth an the Riverbank
Ulveibed b May 2005, Chattanooga’s Riverfoont has been
heralded as a maodel of urban remewal lis scenic network of

atch. sl rf:,:.llr_' T cdiaalong dlairvidy af The Paisagd b the Aation’s mex

shyfome of e Temcweunes Aapuwivem fiap: Thit sfunning

st 1he Mumter Museumn ol Srmevican A8 wath the walerbrond afsmir. Ieie: Blue Plate sirers dieided-ug 1 omifor

il slaborale memonal bo the Bl of Tean

;l.;rL-. anl |'q.|.|h|.-.'.1'.--. links restauranis, :-]Il\.ll"'l.. and family
attractions sbong the river. Whene slabs of concrete once hined
the banilk, grassy lerraces cascade bovward the water, 3 soft amad
soemic gathering spol for sinsets and speclal events. During
conceris, this serves as an amphithesier, Kayakers paddle to
ithe best seat in the honse while boats fe up io the pier.

Vistors kick off their shoes and splash barefoot down the
waterfall stairs that meet sax fountains arcing into the fver,
This i5 @ The Pastage (500 map on page 28, a special place
that honors those whe gathered here before embarking
ot the Trail of Tears. Cherokee symbols engraved in seven
barnae discs tell thekr #AGEY

Mearby, extablished attractions reveal their own extreme
makeovers, @ The Tenmnesses Aqguanium doubled it sve in
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Kich bowe copling ol among Bhe plegful statues ond foustaing e
Cofalge Pary. The Cidowisl wists searby.

2005 with a new saltwater wing. (It formerly featured most-
by freshwater fauna. Kow it boasts a shark fank, a butierfly
garden, and a perguin exhibit) @ Creative Discovery
Museum expanded with dynamic exhibits for kids. @ The
Hunter Mussum of American Art grew into a speciacular
mctal flower od a h’l..ll.lll.lnﬂmll'l & new mnﬁ_il:dﬂnn;l by ukpra-
imodernn architeer Handall Stoait l:n.ni.-l]-r.'. its interaciive
exhibits and plain-English guides have made it easder 1o
“get” fine art, This sward-winning building connects with
the waterfront via sculpture-lined paths and a snning
bridge of stecl and glass that lkghts up at night, an anchitec-
tural marved in itself,

A Story of Hope

To appreciate the ciy's transformation, consider its past, In
15965, Walter Cronkite declared Chattanooga ihe nation's
dirtaest cuty. Soot from the mon mills stained the air. The river
wad tainted; iy banks an industrial wasteland, “A00 we had
was hot paverent with liter blowing across i,” remembers
farmes mayor Rob Corker, a Chartanoogan wha envisioned
what his city coubd be, Mow a 115, Senator, Corker set in
mokion a plan for a cleaner, greener, Iriendlier Chattanooga.

Even before Senatior Corloer got iovodved, the rebirth star

ed with the 1992 opening of the Tennessee Aquarium, which
e more than | millson visitors that first vear, Restauranis,
shops, and attractbons sprang up like wildilowerns dround a
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Reasons To
Comie This
Month

s The Chattanooga
Symphony & Opera
plays undpr the stars
during Pops on the
v an July 3
Spread a picnic blan
ket on the grass at
Coglidge Park, and
sty for the fire
werlcs shionw,

& Ak in the park,
tee free monses at 9
pum, Every Saturday
i Juhy:

Clumpres loe Creses Ta a4 it jiad ke o thie Kadth Shace

remaing a kool favorite $or homemaade ke cream

stream. @ The Bhufl View Arts Distrset flourished Bnto o neigh-
bssrhoaod of lq..ll]rrih, histros, and bed-and-breakfasts, all
tucked in historic homes on the river blaff,

The energy spread across the river 1o the Morth Shore,
where cafies and shops popped up along Frazier Avenioe.
Family- frsendly @ Coolidge Park came alive with children
splashing eround a gant fountain and riding a refurbished
canousel, whose fanciful beasts were hand-carved locally. The
Walnut Street Bridge, built in 1891 and condernned m the
193705, was saved and restored a5 & pedestrian bridge thai
s the river, "We've connected our IRy 5 pcnpk can
walk,” siys Senator Corker, who helped raise $120 million bo
complete the city's transformation in jusi 35 months,. =



Walkable Downtown

Making Chattanooga pedestrian friendly was the smartes)
move of all. Parking can be tough during big events, but you
can push a stroller everywhere. Most of the attractions lie
within 4 3- 1o 15-minute walk from the aquariom. (A4 side-
walk elevator carrics wheclchalrs and strollers up a steep hall.)
The new water taxi ferries visiors across the river for $3, amd
a free ehectric shunle stops by the Chattanooga Choo Cho,
restanrants, the Sherabon Read House Hotel, and the aguar-
. Joggers and |::|1:|i::|:| cruise thie |3-mile Riverwalk tha
cxiends from downiown to the Chickamauga Dam,
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Where To Stay
The Hilbon Garder
hren, RistaneE 1m
and Cowrtyard by
M adrionn sit very
close to the
Creatnve Driiovedy
Muteum and the
Tennoywuee
Aguarium, Exraps
thie Crowtls Dy
HaYIRG &L the
I:|1.|1|.1r|r_|n|_1:|_:|.||l.
Hoted, a modenmn
conferences horel
WITH & Spa, pol,
aretd S al restau
ramts, 11y 13 bdosgicy
from the aauari-
wm. Couple thould
ylay at the Bluft
Viewe Irn, a BAS En
thie arts destrict

An utterdy inspining turmamoa i, Chartanooga proves that
@ Visbii, o |.1|.'.||1. and a communaty that cox Tperabes can make
big dreams happen. We bope other Southern cities on the
s wikl dare i follow §ts footpaths

Chattancoga Convention and Visitors Burcaws www.
Lh.‘lll:mrﬂg_.l.lun.n:r-m ar =R 322-1%44,

& For More Info
Chattaivooga Edibors” City Gude:
pditerTyguide com

Our Favorite Stops
Lome newy, some bioe, some Tresd and troe, et dhopn and regtagrants Goeo i
oormeng back again and again

The Bl Plate puts & moderm Spin On Ehee diner with bl toned booths and a
il bar. Ewery dish b deboous, afiprdable, and made from seeatch. Try the Minytag
e cheese petabo chig, frh tacos, and mind-bending mell shakes. Bluemaater
Grille flies in fresh seafond feom the Gull Eweny wieek Try the lobster tacns and 1he
wriheiu-frade ahi tuna. ‘World Neoct Door sels Lar- rade gifs such as colordul beach
b, mracke [rodm recythed mstenal, crafted by disenfranchised Cambodans The
T [P ramae TR RO, S0 TR Ko your GRS aee grang back. Clumplas koo
Cresm Co. 6 a ocal Teonite for Lty e cream. The mint choeolate chonk muds e
et Food Works Riversite e rendy power lunches in a siylshly revamped
winehourse on the Morth Shore, Blue Skies & ons af the best beutitust in Sman,
WA purses, pesdny and prits. Rock Creek Outfitters, Inc. sells gear for b king
puaccdl e, CHTIEENG. AN POk l:h'l'-'l'i"'H; s et Wlalfers about ther tavormin trads



